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Karen Pfister, MS is an Epidemiology Program Manager with the Public Health, Policy, and Planning 
division of San Mateo County Health, where she oversees the Office of Epidemiology and Evaluation. 
She has an M.S. in Epidemiology from the University of Arizona, and a B.A. in Biology from Colgate 
University. Ms. Pfister has worked for the past 22 years as a local public health epidemiologist in 
California. Prior to that she worked for the University of California-Berkeley on a large-scale case-
control study of childhood leukemia, and for Pima County Health Department in Tucson, AZ as a 
Registered Sanitarian. 
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Sayema Badar, MPH is an epidemiologist with the Public Health, Policy, and Planning division’s Office 
of Epidemiology at San Mateo County Health where her primary focuses are adolescent health and 
informatics. She received her MPH in Epidemiology from Tulane University in New Orleans and has, 
prior to and since, worked across non-profit, academic, and government sectors. Prior to working at 
San Mateo County, Sayema worked at Simon Fraser University in BC on a project to routinely collect 
and report youth health and wellbeing indicators in BC. 
 

 


