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The Legislative Analyst's Office recently
reported that California could be hit with
a $25B budget deficit arising from
lower-than-projected revenues and rising
inflation. While the state has built up
significant reserves to avoid the kind of
drastic budget cuts made to public
services during the Great Recession,
CHEAC and public health advocates
stand ready to defend crucial funding,
particularly the ongoing $200M the
#CACantWait Coalition secured for local
public health infrastructure.
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Latest updates in this issue:PROTECTING
FUTURE PUBLIC
HEALTH FUNDING

The California State Assembly Democrats released their budget blueprint earlier this
month, which, in part, calls for maintaining $200M in new investments for local
public health departments. Governor Newsom is required to release his initial budget
proposal for FY 2023-24 by January 10. We will be closely watching to see whether
the Governor will maintain the commitment to public health - and the state’s ability
to defend against future pandemics - and make progress toward health equity. 

Stay tuned for actions you can take to ensure California stays on track with
rebuilding our public health workforce and infrastructure.

https://lao.ca.gov/Publications/Report/4646
https://a19.asmdc.org/press-releases/20221207-assembly-blueprint-aims-make-government-work-all-californians
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In January, CHEAC is introducing two legislative proposals as part of our efforts to
improve the health of all Californians and strengthen health equity. More details on
these proposals and how to support our advocacy efforts will be unveiled prior to
our annual Legislative Education Day scheduled on February 1st. 

Violence Prevention Pilot Program
Proposal: Establish a 3-year pilot program to fund public health strategies to
prevent violence in jurisdictions most impacted by violence. The pilot program will
support a broad array of local violence prevention planning activities, as well as
the development and implementation of violence prevention interventions to build
safer and healthier communities. The proposed pilot is modeled after successful
programs led by several local public health departments: 

Alameda County Department of Public Health, in partnership with the Prevention
Institute and other county stakeholders, drafted a Violence Prevention Blueprint
with recommendations to address community violence that was adopted by the
board of supervisors in 2005. The blueprint is a comprehensive violence prevention
plan designed to reduce all forms of violence affecting local communities and
families that was developed in conjunction with a broad range of community
partners.
 
The City of Long Beach prepared a violence prevention plan and launched a
Violence Prevention Initiative, with the Health and Human Services Department
as the backbone organization, that uses a racial equity lens and a public health
approach to prevent and reduce violence and human trafficking, empower youth
and strong families, and cultivate trauma- and resiliency-informed systems change
to improve safety, health, and well-being in local communities.

Maternal Mental Health
Proposal: Codify the California Home Visiting Program and enhance the program
to provide additional mental health training for public health staff to address the
mental health needs of new moms and pregnant mothers. The mental health
enhancement to the California Home Visiting Program aims to build on the success
of several local maternal mental health initiatives: 

Nevada County Public Health partnered with First 5 of Nevada County and
Foothills/Truckee Healthy Babies to implement California Project Linking Actions
for Unmet Needs in Children’s Health (LAUNCH), a community-coordinated
public health approach that promotes the wellness of young children from birth to
age eight by addressing the physical, social, emotional, cognitive, and behavioral
aspects of development. 

Fresno County Department of Public Health’s division of Maternal Child and
Adolescent Health provides oversight for local implementation of California Project
LAUNCH. The department focuses their efforts on providing mental health
consultation to several home-based and group intervention programs in
collaboration with their local behavioral health care system.

CHEAC'S 2023 LEGISLATIVE AND BUDGET
PRIORITIES TAKE SHAPE

https://cheac.org/meetings/
https://acgov.org/government/reports/acvpb.htm
https://www.longbeach.gov/health/healthy-living/community/community-impact/violence-prevention/
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CFH/DMCAH/CHVP/Pages/default.aspx?TSPD_101_R0=087ed344cfab2000d59f59125ab8cedbe397d3afb13c62e3549ac075926458606682e879369da81508dfd88cd0143000e87edbcee01bac831ec74a6d2cdc81dfd073b9bcc38d08f60b5d6c5a64b45165e28fd2ca0d62b4b915ed84a25ddeadef
https://www.caprojlaunch.org/about/
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While the COVID-19 pandemic directed significant new federal resources to
expand and enhance the capacity of our existing public health labs, including
laboratory equipment, personnel, services, and supplies, reports of a potential
fiscal cliff in 2024 are beginning to mount. Without a continued funding source to
maintain our first line of disease defense and detection, this vital infrastructure
could be at risk upon expiration of the Epidemiology and Laboratory Capacity for
Infectious Diseases Cooperative Agreement (ELC) funding in 2024.

Tulare County Public Health Laboratory recently announced an expansion of its lab
capacity by an additional 2,500 square feet to grow testing capacity to meet
increasing regional demands. The lab is a crucial component of the Central Valley
region’s public health infrastructure, serving six public health jurisdictions.
Expansion of the public health lab will provide more biosafety lab space for
additional professional training, emergency response testing, automation, and
innovation. However, continued funding must be identified to maintain these
enhanced regional lab services, including lab personnel, supplies, and
maintenance of physical lab infrastructure.

California’s public health leaders say updating and sustainably funding public
health infrastructure like Tulare County’s Public Health Laboratory are crucial to
fight against disease outbreaks through testing and surveillance and to respond to
emerging public health threats. CHEAC, California Association of Public Health
Laboratory Directors, and other state partners will continue to closely monitor the
situation and advocating, as necessary, for ongoing revenue streams to maintain
this expanded lab capacity established during the pandemic.

CALIFORNIA’S PUBLIC HEALTH LABS FACE
POTENTIAL FISCAL CLIFF

CHEAC AWARDED EDUCATIONAL INITIATIVE
GRANT TO IMPLEMENT DATA EXCHANGE
FRAMEWORK
On December 20th, the California Health and Human Services Agency announced
that CHEAC, along with 13 leading health and human service associations and
partners, has been awarded an Educational Initiative Grant to help implement the
state’s Data Exchange Framework (DxF). 

CHEAC will share additional information on DxF education and training for local
public health departments in the new year.

https://www.chhs.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/CalHHS_DxF_Grants-Programs_One-Pager.pdf
https://www.chhs.ca.gov/data-exchange-framework/
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The Sacramento County Public Health Department announced the end of the local
mpox outbreak earlier this month. The announcement comes after the county
declared mpox a public health emergency in August, which followed similar
announcements made across the state. California’s local public health departments
have been front and center in leading the local emergency response to mpox,
working with community-based and non-profit organizations to launch public
health campaigns, conduct education and outreach events, and coordinate vaccine
clinics to at-risk communities.

LOCAL PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT ANNOUNCES
END OF MPX OUTBREAK
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California’s local public health departments continue to respond to the growing
threat of three potentially fatal respiratory viruses - COVID-19, RSV, and Flu. To
ensure the public’s awareness of these threats, public health departments across
the state are running social media campaigns, issuing timely press statements, and
encouraging Californians to protect themselves from respiratory illnesses by
staying up to date on their vaccines and boosters. 

Monterey County Department of Public Health kicked off December announcing
National Influenza Vaccination Week and urging Californians to get their annual
flu shot during one of their vaccine clinics. The Santa Cruz County Department of
Public Health also announced a series of vaccine clinics while the Solano County
Department of Public Health announced offering Tdap vaccines to protect against
tetanus, diphtheria, and pertussis (whooping cough) at a vaccine clinic alongside
COVID-19 and flu vaccines. 

CHEAC launched a robust social media campaign throughout November and
December encouraging Californians to stay up to date on their vaccines and
boosters as we head into the winter months and spend more time indoors.

PUBLIC HEALTH CONTINUES LOCAL RESPONSE
TO TRIPLE RESPIRATORY THREAT

https://www.sacbee.com/news/local/health-and-medicine/article269634416.html?ac_cid=DM734141&ac_bid=1541420135
https://www.sacbee.com/article264336541.html
https://twitter.com/MCHDPIO/status/1599917030081449984?s=20&t=i1V71FeQV5j2KOn8v1kfLw
https://twitter.com/PublicHealthSCC/status/1600952471014100992?s=20&t=fCegMp9bJl1WzK7pJHPaEw
https://twitter.com/SolanoCountyPH/status/1601668307089870848?s=20&t=hPzx1pX_3wq3SjoRomS1vQ
https://twitter.com/cheac

