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MOMENTUM BUILDS TO
DECLARE MONKEYPOX A
PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY
As the Biden Administration prepares to distribute
800,000 doses of monkeypox vaccines, pressure
continues to mount for President Biden and state leaders
to declare monkeypox a state of emergency.
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Senator Scott Wiener (D-San Francisco) called for the
City of San Francisco and State of California to declare
monkeypox a public health emergency earlier this
week. The San Francisco Department of Public Health
responded to drastic increases in cases and soaring
demand for vaccines by declaring monkeypox a public
health emergency yesterday.
Politico reported on Wednesday that the Biden
Administration is expected to declare monkeypox a
public health emergency by the end of the week. Doing
so would provide the federal government the ability to
access funding and appoint new personnel to aid in
response.
Local public health departments are launching communications strategies using social media and
community partnerships to help educate community members. The Los Angeles Public Health Department
continues to share information on social media about monkeypox and resources. In San Diego, the
public health department is partnering with impacted community members to provide education and
awareness and conduct vaccine clinics.
Meanwhile, California’s State Public Health Officer, Tomás Aragón, held a teleconference with members
of the media this morning to provide an update on the state’s response efforts to the monkeypox
outbreak. CHEAC issued a statement urging the rapid deployment of vaccines to impacted
communities.
Declaring monkeypox a state of emergency at both the state and federal levels will provide California
and local public health departments additional resources to conduct messaging campaigns, engage
partners from impacted community organizations, and conduct disease investigations to prevent
additional cases.
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PUBLIC HEALTH SUPPORTING
HOMELESS SERVICES
Homelessness is one of California’s most pressing issues. Homelessness is closely connected to
declines in physical and mental health and homeless persons experience high rates of health
problems including chronic and communicable diseases and behavioral health challenges. In some
jurisdictions, local health departments play a key role in administering programs and supporting
individuals experiencing homelessness.
In Sutter County, the Health and Human Services Department’s Public Health Branch provides
extensive support through their Homeless Services division and partners across county
departments, local non-profit organizations, law enforcement, and others to support county
residents who are experiencing homelessness. The Public Health Branch also provides housing
navigation and case management services for local community members living in the county’s
temporary homeless shelters, Better Way and Project Roomkey sites, and provides case
management and supportive services to their local permanent supportive housing solution, Harmony
Village.
The Orange County Health Care Agency’s Comprehensive Health Assessment Team for the
Homeless (CHAT-H) is leading local efforts to connect homeless clients to health and housing
services. Led by a Supervising Public Health Nurse, Public Health Nurses, Community Health
Assistants, Public Health Investigator, Social Worker, and office support staff, CHAT-H is a
multidisciplinary team that works collaboratively to provide clients experiencing homelessness with
resources to address social determinants of health, including food insecurity, housing instability,
and lack of access to healthcare. CHAT-H Public Health Nurses provide intensive case management
to assist clients with medical needs in accessing healthcare services and provide care coordination
to ensure the clients receive needed services.
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CDC RECOGNIZES MONTEREY AND SOLANO
COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENTS
The CDC’s recent COVID-19: U.S. Impact on Antimicrobial Resistance, Special Report 2022
found that the threat of antimicrobial-resistant infections is not only still present but has gotten
worse, in large part due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Despite the challenges brought on by the
pandemic, the CDC recognized two local public health departments as Tuberculosis Elimination
Champions earlier this year for their efforts to address the spread of Tuberculosis.
In Monterey County, the Tuberculosis Control Unit successfully managed a Tuberculosis outbreak
among agricultural workers. The team collaborated with private business, community providers,
and workers to conduct contact investigations, identifying additional cases and leading to more
than 100 essential workers being treated for latent Tuberculosis infection. The CDC recognized
Monterey County’s team for their efforts to bring services to a community struggling against
economic marginalization and limited healthcare access.
The Solano County Public Health Tuberculosis Control Team was recognized by the CDC for using
their contact tracing skills to support the county’s COVID-19 emergency response, focusing on
prevention using a risk-based approach to protect vulnerable community members. Members of
Solano County’s team successfully maintained baseline Tuberculosis control and furthered
prevention amid case rates that were nearly triple the national rate. Solano County continues
efforts to manage increasing case reports in the aftermath of the COVID-19 pandemic.
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LOCAL PUBLIC HEALTH HELPS BUILD
HEALTHY FAMILIES
Adverse childhood experiences (ACEs) can have lasting, negative effects on our future health and
well-being. According to the Centers for Disease Control, about 61% of adults surveyed across
25 states reported they had experienced at least one type of ACE before the age of 18, which can
have wide-ranging negative health and social consequences. To address the downstream harms of
ACEs, local public health departments are leading prevention efforts, helping to foster safe,
stable, and nurturing relationships and environments for children and their families.
In Mendocino County, the Public Health Department’s nationally recognized Healthy Families
program offers support to families with children from pregnancy through five years of age. Their
free, voluntary program pairs families with a trained nurse or community health specialist who
conduct home visitation and provide targeted support to help parents build and strengthen
positive relationships. Based on the Healthy Families America home visitation model and twogenerational approach, Healthy Families program provides services to both caregiver and child to
increase the likelihood that generational trauma will be curtailed.
The Del Norte County Public Health Department’s Maternal Child Adolescent Health (MCAH)
Program is leading efforts to address ACEs, providing education and training and additional
support services to two local groups. In partnership with the Del Norte Child Abuse Prevention
Council, MCAH provided education and training to perinatal providers and healthcare workers in
the community and is working on efforts to expand support to pediatric and adult providers.
Through a group of partners known as Resilient DNATL, MCAH is helping to build the capacity of
families and local systems to recover from trauma, an underlying issue that can lead to low literacy
rates, low graduation rates and impact lifelong health.
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