
 

    

                                              
 
 

 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



    

  
 

 
June 28, 2022 

The Honorable Gavin Newsom 
Governor, State of California 
State Capitol Building 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
RE: FY22-23 Child, Health and Disability Prevention Program (CHDP) in AB 184/SB 184- 
SUPPORT 

Dear Governor Newsom:  

We, the undersigned organizations write on behalf of California local health departments, 
county social services agencies, county supervisors, their workforce and the children and 
families we serve to urge passage of AB 184 and SB 184 relating to the Child, Health and 
Disability Prevention Program (CHDP). We appreciate the tremendous vision this 
Administration has brought to CalAIM and the Administration’s commitment to expand Medi-
Cal. We seek to align our efforts of what has worked in CHDP and the goals of CalAIM and stand 
firm in our resolve to ensure that there are no gaps in care nor decline in the quality of care 
provided to California’s most vulnerable children.  

We are deeply grateful to the Legislature for rejecting the Administration’s proposal to sunset 
CHDP in 2023 and have been engaging to find a path forward that acknowledges the 
Administration’s interests while honoring the concerns and experiences of the stakeholder 
community. To this end, we appreciate that the Legislature and Administration’s budget 
agreement reflected in AB 184/SB 184 builds upon priorities to serve CHDP children and 
families originally submitted by advocates on June 17, 2022 that would: 

 Make CHDP inoperative as of July 1, 2024 or the date certified by the Department of 
Health Care Services following completion of specific activities as detailed in AB 184/SB 
184, whichever date is later. 

 Require robust stakeholder engagement through a stakeholder engagement process 
starting October 2022 comprised of specific representatives from relevant statewide 
agencies, associations, Medi-Cal managed care plans, children’s advocates and other 
subject matter experts as identified by the department  to inform the department in the 
development and implementation of a transition plan and defined milestones to guide 
the transition of CHDP to other existing Medi-Cal delivery systems or services. We look 
forward to working with the Administration following passage of AB 184/SB 184 to 
ensure that the voices of affected regional stakeholders including local health 
departments, county welfare agencies, CHDP providers, CHDP families are represented 
in the process. 



    

  
 

 Require DHCS to develop a transition plan and defined milestones to be implemented 
that at a minimum includes:  
o A post transition oversight and monitoring plan for Medi-Cal children currently 

served through CHDP, including those in fee-for-service and foster youth. 
o A plan for how managed care plans will monitor providers serving children for 

adherence to Bright Futures guidelines from the American Academy of Pediatrics 
and EPSDT standards, including, but not limited to, requirements for site reviews, 
provider training and audits and coordination of care to needed services, such as 
to dental and behavioral health providers. 

o A plan to fund the administrative and services costs of the Health Care Program 
for Children in Foster Care to meet statutory requirements. 

o An analysis and plan for retaining existing local CHDP positions through the 
exploration of new partnerships and roles, and/or through bolstering existing 
programs that can leverage CHDP expertise. 

 Require DHCS to provide an update to the Legislature during 2023-24 budget hearings 
on the proposed transition plan and milestones towards transition 
 

We request your leadership and urge your support of AB 184/SB 184 to ensure that any 
transition of CHDP is handled delicately, is appropriately timed, and prioritizes the needs of 
California’s most vulnerable children. 

Sincerely, 

  

 
Michelle Gibbons  
Executive Director 
County Health Executives Association of 
California 
  

  

 
Beth Malinowski 
Government Relations Advocate 
SEIU California 

 
 
Cathy Senderling McDonald 
Executive Director 
County Welfare Directors Association of 
California 

 
Farrah McDaid Ting 
Legislative Representative 
California State Association of Counties 
  

  

 
Sergio Morales 
Executive Director 
California School-Based Health Alliance 

 
Barbara Ferrer, PhD, MPH, Med 
Director 
Los Angeles County Department of Public Health 

 
Pete Manzo, 
President & CEO 
United Ways of California 
 

  

 
Yasuko Fukuda, MD, FAAP 
Chair 
American Academy of Pediatrics, California 

 
Amy Blumberg 
Director of Government Relations 
California Children’s Hospital Association 
 
 



    

  
 

 
Karrine Van Groningen, MD, MPH 
Legislative and Policy Analyst 
American Academy of Pediatrics, California 2 
 

  

 
Eileen Espejo, 
Senior Managing Director, Health 
Children Now 

 

Mayra Alvarez 
President 
The Children’s Partnership 

 
Brianna Pittman-Spencer 
Government Affairs Director 
California Dental Association 

  

 
Heidi Coggan 
President 
California Dental Hygienists’ Association 

 
Erin M. Kelly, MPH 
Executive Director 
Children’s Specialty Care Coalition 
 

 
Pip Marks 
Project Director 
Family Voices of California 

  

 
Teresa Anderson 
Public Policy Director 
The Arc/UCP CA Collaboration 

 

 
Alex Briscoe 
Principal 
California Children’s Trust 

 

 
 
Paul Reggiardo, DDS 
Executive Director 
California Society of Pediatric Dentistry   

 
Julia Liou 
Chief Executive Officer 
Asian Health Services 

 
 
Kitty Lopez 
Executive Director  
First 5 San Mateo 

 
Cyndi B. Hillery 
Legislative Advocate 
California Medical Association 
 
   

 
Gabby Tilley 
Senior Policy Manager 
The Los Angeles Trust for Children’s Health 
 
 

 
 
Linda Nguy 
Policy Advocate 
Western Center on Law and Poverty 
 

 
 
Smita Malhotra, MD,  
Medical Director 
Los Angeles Unified School District 
   

 
 
Petra Puls 
Executive Director 
First 5 Ventura 
  



    

  
 

 
Cheryl Oku  
Consultant  
Help Me Grow San Mateo County   

 
Francisco Ramos-Gomez, DDS, MS, MPH 
Executive Director 
UCLA Center for Children’s Oral Health 
 

 
                     

                                                    
Christopher Maricle 
Executive Director 
Head Start California 
 
 

County of Alameda     
 

Cc:  Honorable Members, Senate Budget & Fiscal Review Committee 
 Honorable Members, Assembly Budget Committee 

Marjorie Swartz, Policy Consultant, Office of the Senate President Pro Tempore 
Myesha Jackson, Policy Director, Office of the Speaker of the Assembly 
Elisa Wynee, Staff Director, Senate Budget and Fiscal Review Committee 
Kirk Feely, Fiscal Director, Senate Republican Caucus 
Anthony Archie, Consultant, Senate Republican Caucus 
Christian Griffith, Chief Consultant, Assembly Budget Subcommittee No. 1 
Joe Shinstock, Fiscal Director, Assembly Republican Caucus 
Eric Dietz, Consultant, Assembly Republican Caucus  
Dr. Mark Ghaly, Secretary, California Health and Human Services Agency 
Michelle Baass, Director, California Department of Health Care Services 
Jacey Cooper, State Medicaid Director & Chief Deputy Director Health Care Programs, California 
Department of Health Care Services 
Dr. Tomás Aragón, Director and State Public Health Officer, California Department of Public 
Health  
Richard Figueroa, Legislative Affairs Secretary, Office of Governor Gavin Newsom 
Tam Ma, Deputy Legislative Secretary, Office of Governor Gavin Newsom 
Sonja Petek, Principal Fiscal & Policy Analyst, Legislative Analyst’s Office  

 


