
 
 
 
 

INVEST IN LOCAL 
PUBLIC HEALTH 
INFRASTRUCTURE NOW 

 
Local Public Health Officials, Frontline Workers,  

Health Equity Advocates Applaud Public Health Infrastructure 
Investments in May Revision  

  
California Can’t Wait Coalition Says Additional Workforce Investment  

Needed to Deliver on Promise of Health Equity  
  
SACRAMENTO, CA — California Can’t Wait, a coalition of public health officials, local leaders, 
frontline workers, and health equity advocates applauded Governor Gavin Newsom for 
upholding his commitment to dedicate $300M in ongoing dedicated funding to rebuild local and 
state public health in his FY 22-23 May Revise state budget proposal. Coalition members 
continue to urge the Governor and state lawmakers to invest in one-time #PublicHERO 
programs to recruit, retain, educate and train the next generation of public health workers to 
respond to existing and emerging public health threats as part of final budget negotiations.   
  
Michelle Gibbons, Executive Director, County Health Executives Association of 
California: 
“California’s local public health officials thank Governor Newsom for upholding the commitment 
he made last year to begin to reverse a decade of disinvestment that led to drastic increases in 
STDs, tuberculosis, diabetes, and other chronic diseases.  
  
“The $300 million ongoing funding commitment will help rebuild our local infrastructure and 
develop capacity for local public health departments to respond to existing and emerging public 
health threats. We continue to call on state lawmakers and Governor Newsom to dedicate 
additional PublicHERO resources to develop our workforce pipeline to ensure local public health 
departments have the capacity to address the social determinants of health that give way for 
poor health outcomes to persist and deliver on the promise of health equity.” 
  
Crystal Irving, President, SEIU Local 221 
"It takes a strong public health workforce to protect California from health threats - whether they 
be in the form of a virus, food-borne illness, natural disaster or chronic disease- and to address 
the social determinants of health so every Californian has the opportunity to be healthy. 
Governor Newsom’s budget finally keeps the promise to reverse a decade of disinvestment in 
public health infrastructure that left Californians too vulnerable to COVID-19 and put 
communities of color at greatest risk. The Legislature must go further and invest in the public 
health workforce pipeline we need for a healthy future.”   
  
Harold Goldstein, Executive Director, Public Health Advocates 
“We are very pleased that Governor Newsom has included this critical funding in his revised 
budget. We can start to repair and rebuild the public health infrastructure that felt the brunt of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. We are proud to stand with so many partners who advocated for this 
funding, and we are ready for the hard work to come.” 
  
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Dan Miller, Nevada County Supervisor and RCRC Board Chair 
“A strong public health workforce is vital to our communities, but has long struggled with limited 
resources and personnel. While we are grateful for the $300 million annual investment proposed 
by Governor Newsom in rebuilding the public health infrastructure, additional funding is also 
needed for the recruitment and retention of county public health employees and to strengthen 
the public health workforce pipeline. Greater investment is necessary to ensure a robust and 
resilient workforce to serve and protect our communities both now and into the future.” 
 
 
 

# # # 
 
The California Can't Wait Coalition is a broad-based group of 84 organizations dedicated to protecting the 
health and safety of our communities and delivering health equity. Led by local public health 
departments, county governments, frontline workers, and community advocates, we urge the Legislature 
to remain committed to investing $300M annually to rebuild our public health workforce and 
infrastructure, with $200M dedicated to local public health departments. 
 

 


