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PUBLIC HEALTH
COALITION SECURES
CRUCIAL, ONGOING
BUDGET COMMITMENT
COVID-19 brought many challenges to public
health departments, chief among them was our
collective ability to quickly respond to rapidly
changing conditions in the earliest days of the
pandemic. Hollowing out our local public health
capacity over time didn’t just leave California
underprepared for a crisis on the scale of COVID19, it hampered response to a range of public
health issues facing California communities. Rates
of STDs, STIs, tuberculosis, diabetes and other
chronic diseases and illnesses have drastically
increased across California. The greatest impacts
of disinvestment have been felt by communities of
color.
Thanks to the Legislature and Governor Newsom,
California is ready to start rebuilding the local
public health infrastructure and workforce needed
to prevent disease, deliver health equity, and be
better prepared for the next public health crisis
before it hits.
With an ongoing additional investment of $300
million annually beginning in FY 2022-23,
California’s local public health officials look
forward to working in partnership with the State
Legislature and the Governor’s administration on
the next crucial steps to begin rebuilding
California’s local public health workforce and
infrastructure.

Latest updates in this issue:
DELTA VARIANT DEMANDS - 2
PUBLIC HEALTH LEADERS SAVE LIVES - 2
WILDFIRE RESPONSE - 3
SAFE RETURN TO SCHOOL - 3

THE PUBLIC HEALTH PICTURE
BEFORE COVID-19:
Budgets slashed for a decade before 2020
11 California public health labs closed
Crucial workforce, such as disease
investigators, hollowed out
Essential programs curtailed or eliminated
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THE CALIFORNIA CAN’T
WAIT CAMPAIGN
In the devastation of COVID-19, California’s
local public health officials, county
governments, frontline workers, and community
health advocates mobilized around an urgent
cause and a common message: California Can’t
Wait to rebuild our local public health workforce
and infrastructure.
Read more: the Sacramento Bee Editorial Board
issued two calls for California to invest in public
health infrastructure here and here .

"

WE ARE PROUD THAT GOVERNOR
NEWSOM AND LEGISLATORS HAVE
AGREED THAT CALIFORNIA CAN NO
LONGER AFFORD TO INVEST IN
PUBLIC HEALTH ONLY DURING A
CRISIS. WE ARE PARTICULARLY
GRATEFUL TO THE LEGISLATIVE
CHAMPIONS WHO ENSURED THESE
LIFE-SAVING INVESTMENTS WERE
NOT IGNORED. THE WORK OF
REBUILDING OUR PUBLIC HEALTH
INFRASTRUCTURE AND WORKFORCE
CAN’T BEGIN SOON ENOUGH.

"

DELTA VARIANT
CREATES NEW
DEMANDS
To save lives, California’s local public health
departments must be even more relentless than
COVID-19. With the rise of new and more
contagious variants these activities continue to be
crucial to combatting the virus statewide:
Education and outreach
Contact tracing and disease investigation
Mobile vaccine clinics
Partnerships with community providers and
organizations
Focus on access to vaccines in hard to reach
and undervaccinated communities
The spread of the more contagious Delta variant
brought a drastic increase in demand for COVID-19
testing across all local health jurisdictions. Guided
by the latest science and data, many jurisdictions
have issued new guidance or mandates to minimize
outbreaks and save lives.

LOCAL PUBLIC HEALTH LEADERSHIP
SAVES LIVES
In addition to being one of the first counties to issue new mandates to protect communities from
the more contagious Delta variant, Los Angeles County issued new testing guidance and a series
of mitigation strategies for providers of homeless services to protect the unhoused. The guidance
covers health care providers, street outreach teams, and operators of transitional housing.
The San Francisco Department of Public Health issued an order requiring businesses in highcontact indoor sectors, including bars, restaurants, clubs, theaters, entertainment venues, and
indoor gyms to obtain proof of vaccination from both employees and customers in order to enter
those facilities. The order also requires proof of vaccination for attendees who are age 12 or older
attending events with 1,000 people or more. San Francisco’s health order also extends vaccine
requirements to certain healthcare providers who were not included in the state health order on
vaccinations.
The Fresno County Department of Public Health issued guidance strongly recommending all
people wear face masks indoors regardless of vaccination status, in an effort to confront and
contain the Delta variant.
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PUBLIC HEALTH
RESPONDS TO
WILDFIRES
Local public health departments in fire-prone
areas of the state were on high alert earlier this
year as conditions signaled an earlier start to
California’s treacherous wildfire season. As
wildfires began to rip through communities, local
public health departments quickly stepped up,
coordinating health and medical mutual aid
responses, assessing the health needs of those
who have been displaced due to wildfires and/or
public safety power shutoff events, and
identifying vulnerable members of the community
to ensure they have appropriate notifications and
assistance. During recent wildfire emergency
response events, local public health departments
are also working to ensure that food preparation
and facilities meet public health standards and
proper COVID-19 protocols are utilized to
minimize the potential spread of illness, and help
to keep the public informed about evacuations
and active fires.
In many jurisdictions, local public health
departments also serve as the Medical Health
Operational Area Coordinator (MHOAC) and
communicate and coordinate with key agencies in
preparation for swift action should a healthcare
facility become impacted or need to evacuate.
This coordination helps to ensure the exchange of
accurate and timely intelligence between Law
Enforcement, Fire, County Emergency Operations
Center, Emergency Medical Services, Regional
Disaster Medical Health Specialists, and the local
emergency medical services agency, as it relates
to the healthcare network.
California’s wildfire season is starting earlier and
ending later each year. Climate change is
considered to be one of the key influencing
factors driving a prolonged wildfire season,
causing warmer temperatures, intense dry
seasons, and drought. Local public health
departments will be even more crucial in
preventing adverse health impacts related to
climate change.

LOCAL PUBLIC
HEALTH
DEPARTMENTS
CRUCIAL IN
STUDENTS’ SAFE
RETURN TO SCHOOL
As part of our efforts to ensure that
children can safely return to school for inperson instruction, many local health
departments are partnering with schools
and school districts to develop COVID-19
mitigation strategies. Increasingly
important due to both the recent surge
from the Delta variant and dramatic
vaccination rate disparities, local public
health departments provide both
COVID-19 testing and vaccinations. In
addition to COVID-19 mitigation
strategies, local health departments
continue to conduct immunization
campaigns and host annual immunization
clinics to ensure children are receiving
their scheduled immunizations and are
able to return to school.
Story continued on next page
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California’s local public health departments organize immunization clinics to provide a broad
range of vaccines required as a condition of attending school, including:
Measles, Mumps, and Rubella (MMR)
Flu (Influenza)
Tetanus, Diphtheria and Pertussis (Tdap and DTaP)
Chicken Pox (Varicella)
Human Papillomavirus (HPV)
Hepatitis A and Hepatitis B

Meningococcal
Haemophilus influenzae Type b (Hib)
Pneumococcal
Polio
Rotavirus

In Solano County, the Solano County Department of Public Health hosted a vaccine clinic to help
provide for a safe school re-opening at Vacaville High School. The San Luis Obispo County
Department of Public Health launched a step-by-step immunization website to inform parents
and students about vaccine requirements to return-to-school. LA County published a list of
vaccination clinics throughout the county to ensure equal access and support school reopenings.
In Northern California, the Placer County Department of Public Health announced a series of flu
vaccine clinics this fall in advance of flu season.
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