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Importance of Connecting the Dots
• Many types of violence have strong overlapping root 

causes but are often addressed independently.

• The single best predictor of children becoming either 
perpetrators or victims of DV is whether or not they are 
exposed to DV.

• Primary prevention strategies are key to ending partner 
violence in adolescence and adulthood and protecting 
people from its effects.

1. Behind Closed Doors: The Impact of Domestic Violence on Children.” UNICEF, Child Protection Section and The Body Shop International (2006).
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The Social-Ecological Model
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Violence is a Significant Public Health Issue

5



CHILDHOOD ADOLESCENCE ADULTHOOD

Suicidal Behavior

Child Maltreatment: 
physical, sexual, emotional, neglect

Teen Dating Violence

Sexual Violence

Intimate Partner Violence

Elder Abuse

Peer Violence:
youth violence, bullying, gang‐related violence, fights 

Violence Across the Lifespan

1.Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Division of Violence Prevention
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Public Health Approach

• Health Equity

• Community Engagement

• Data Driven 

• Focuses on Prevention

• Diverse voices and 

perspectives

• Population-Based

• Reduces Risks

• Increases Protective 

Factors

• Facilitates Collaboration



Questions for Panelists:
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Violence is not the problem of one neighborhood or 
group, and the response and solutions are not the 
responsibility of one sector or one agency. Coming 
together and owning this problem and its solutions 
are central.

Deborah Prothrow‐Stith, MD
Dean, School of Medicine, Charles R. Drew University

formerly of Harvard School of Public Health 



Thank you!

Questions?

Nicolle Perras
nperras@ph.lacounty.gov


