
 

 
 
March 8, 2019 
 
 
 
William Koch, Chief Deputy Director 
California Governor’s Office of Business and Economic Development  
1325 J Street, 18th Floor  
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Dear Mr. Koch: 
 
CHEAC is pleased to submit comments on the draft grant solicitation document released 
by the Governor’s Office of Business and Economic Development (GO-Biz) last month. We 
were heartened to see GO-Biz adopted some of our recommendations submitted this 
past December including targeting funding to communities disproportionately impacted 
by the war on drugs using some of the important key indicators we suggested such as 
drug-related arrest rates, poverty rates, high incidence of single-parent households and 
low educational attainment rates. We were also pleased to see GO-Biz adopted the 
concept of allowing partnerships to apply for funding including increasing the grant 
funding amounts for these partnership applications. However, CHEAC does wish to 
express our concerns with key provisions included in the draft solicitation and respectfully 
urges your consideration as GO-Biz finalizes the grant solicitation. 
 
Eligible Services 
 
CHEAC previously recommended that GO-Biz support innovative models in which 
individuals may access care, and impactful programming that addresses the root causes 
of community issues that resulted from the “war on drugs.” Dr. Karen Smith, State Health 
Officer and Director of the California Department of Public Health recently provided a 
State of the State’s Public Health in both Senate and Assembly Budget Subcommittee 
hearings. She indicated suicide, opioid use and STDs share some of the same causes and 
are increasing despite Californians having increased access to health care services. 
Furthermore, she commented that hopelessness and despair are common symptoms 
across these conditions and that these conditions have roots in adverse childhood 
experiences (ACEs) such as poverty, violence, and trauma.  
 
Given the Governor’s interest in addressing ACEs, CHEAC would like to reiterate our 
recommendation that the Community Reinvestment grants support activities that treat 
entire communities suffering from trauma, in addition to focusing on individualized 
treatment. The war on drugs has had a multi-generational impact on both families and 
communities – solely treating individuals with diagnoses of conditions will not address 
the broader community level harms. We believe a community level approach to mental 



 

health and substance use disorder treatment not only treats the immediate needs of the 
community but could also plays a role in avoiding serious mental health and substance 
use disorders in the future.  
 
Local health departments have experience in providing this type of community-based 
treatment and recommend the grant solicitation be revised to read: 
 
Mental Health Treatment 
Services geared towards helping clients and communities achieve mental wellbeing 
through either clinical or non-traditional means. 
 
Substance Use Disorder Treatment 
Services geared towards helping individuals and communities recover from substance 
use disorder through clinical or non-traditional means. 
 
Application Evaluation 
 
CHEAC has concerns that the preference points delineated in the grant solicitation, such 
as points awarded for applicants that have board members, decision makers, and/or staff 
directly impacted by the War on Drugs or for job placement priorities, disadvantage local 
health departments over community-based organizations. We would also note that for 
many areas of California, particularly in our more rural counties, community-based 
organizations do not exist in large numbers and therefore the collaboration preference 
could negatively impact their proposals. We would ask that GO-Biz eliminate preference 
points from your scoring criteria. Should you wish to include preferences, CHEAC would 
be happy to engage in further discussion with Go-Biz to formulate preferences that result 
in equitable opportunity for both local health departments and community-based 
organizations.  
 
CHEAC appreciates the opportunity to provide input into the implementation of this grant 
program and stand willing to partner as needed. Should you have any questions, please 
feel free to contact me at (916) 327-7540 or mgibbons@cheac.org.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
As Signed By 
 
Michelle Gibbons 
Executive Director 
County Health Executives Association of California 
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