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Dear 2018 CHEAC Annual Meeting Attendees, 
 
On behalf of the CHEAC Executive Committee, the  
Annual Meeting Planning Committee, and Staff, I am pleased to welcome you to
the 2018 CHEAC Annual Meeting. This year, we celebrate 30 years of CHEAC's
commitment to improving the health of all Californians. To mark this occasion, we
were intentional in planning a more broad event than past years in both design and
approach. In addition to including the California Conference of Local Health
Officers (CCLHO) in our planning efforts, we extended participation beyond each
jurisdiction's CHEAC Member to others within the public health workforce, and our
conference schedule has been expanded to offer broader, multidisciplinary
perspectives on public health issues that impact all aspects of individual,
population, and community health. 
 
Whether we live in rural or urban areas, the Sierras or Southern California, all of us
share common public health challenges with other locations, regionally, nationally,
and internationally. We are excited to provide an opportunity to look beyond our
daily work and focus on emerging and cross-cutting public health issues,
partnerships, and solutions. I sincerely hope this year's conference will energize
and inspire you, as well as nurture alliances that further our shared goals toward a
healthy and thriving California. 
 
Yours in Health, 
 
 
Mimi Hall 
CHEAC President



8:00 - 9:00 am Continental Breakfast Regency DEF

9:00 - 10:30 Welcome Plenary: California's Health  
   Care Landscape 
Larry Levitt, Kaiser Family Foundation

Regency DEF

10:45 - 11:45 Workshop Session #1 
Challenges of Cannabis Legalization 
Dynamics and Relationships in LHDs
EMS Act

Lunch 

Carmel AB 
Tahoe 
Big Sur AB 

1:45 - 2:45 Workshop Session #2 
Health Equity from Within
Hepatitis A Outbreak in San Diego
Growing Dollars for Prevention

Carmel AB 
Tahoe 
Big Sur AB 

3:00 - 4:00 Workshop Session #3 
Environmental Justice and Crisis       
   Management
Treating the Whole Person
Stemming the Rising Tide of STDs

Carmel AB 
 
Tahoe 
Big Sur AB 

12:00 - 1:30 pm Capitol View
Room - 15th
Floor

Reception 5:00 - 6:30 Capitol View
Room - 15th
Floor



8:00 - 9:00 am Continental Breakfast Regency DEF

9:00 - 10:30 Plenary: Written Off: A Personal     
   Struggle with Opioids  
Molly Hermann and Jane Funk,
Written Off Documentary

Regency DEF

10:45 - 11:45 Workshop Session #4 
Addressing Adverse Childhood                   
   Experiences
Combatting California's Opioid Epidemic
CHEAC Fiscal Forum

Lunch Plenary: A Conversation with  
   State Directors 
Jennifer Kent, Director, DHCS  
Karen Smith, Director, CDPH 

Carmel AB 
 
Tahoe 
Big Sur AB 

1:45 - 2:45 Workshop Session #5 
CHEAC Small County Committee
CHEAC Suburban LHD Roundtable
CHEAC Urban LHD Roundtable

Carmel AB 
Tahoe 
Big Sur AB 

12:00 - 1:30 pm Regency DEF



CHEAC Member-Only Dinner 6:00 - 8:30 Regency F

3:00 - 4:30 pm Closing Plenary: Public Health  
   Approach to Violence 
Garen Wintemute, UC Davis Violence  
   Prevention Research Program

Regency DEF

7:30 - 8:45 am Continental Breakfast Regency F

CHEAC General Membership
Business Meeting 

9:00 - 12:00 pm Regency DE



California’s uninsured rate is at a historic low due to California’s
proactive implementation of the Affordable Care Act (ACA), which
has expanded coverage to an additional seven million Californians.
Over the past year, Congress and the Trump Administration pursued
multiple attempts to dismantle and repeal the ACA while California
considered various proposals to expand coverage for specific
populations. Larry Levitt will discuss looming federal threats to
weaken the Affordable Care Act, as well as options to move
California closer to universal coverage. 
 
Larry Levitt is Senior Vice President for Health Reform at the Kaiser
Family Foundation and Senior Advisor to the President of the
Foundation. Among other duties, he is Co-Executive Director of the
Program for the Study of Health Reform and Private Insurance. He
previously was Editor-in-Chief of kaisernetwork.org, the Foundation’s
online health policy news and information service, and directed the
Foundation’s communications and online activities and its Changing
Health Care Marketplace Project. 
 
He previously served as a Senior Health Policy Advisor to the White
House and Department of Health and Human Services and was the
Special Assistant for Health Policy with California Insurance
Commissioner John Garamendi. 

California's Health Care Landscape: From Threats of  
Repeal to Promises of Universal Coverage 
Wednesday, October 17  |  9:00 am - 10:30 am  |  Regency DEF

Larry Levitt 
Kaiser Family

Foundation



The rate of drug overdose deaths in our nation continue to worsen
with opioid-involved overdoses accounting for two-thirds of all drug
overdose deaths. Written Off is a documentary that depicts the story
of Matt Edwards’ struggle with addiction based on journals from the
last two years of his life. What began with pills prescribed by a doctor
for a botched toe surgery, led to years of addiction and countless
attempts to quit. In addition to featuring segments of the
documentary, the plenary will also include a discussion with Molly
Hermann, producer, writer, and director of Written Off and Jane Funk,
Matt’s mother, around intimate experiences with addiction.  
 
Molly Hermann is an award-winning producer, writer, and director
who tells stories with focus, passion and clarity. Molly is driven by a
keen curiosity and a natural ability to connect with people on a level
that gets at the heart and meaning of any story–from the tiniest
amazing detail to the big questions that reveal, embolden, and
enlighten. Molly is the co-founder of the documentary production
company The Biscuit Factory. 
 
Jane Funk's role in the documentary film Written Off helps viewers
experience the profoundly personal tragedy of the opioid epidemic.
She was not always proud but rather a frustrated, angry, and
uninformed mother of a drug addict. Her journey from frustration to
dignity for her son began after his death—she found and read his
journals. These journals explained what addicts so desperately want
to tell others but can’t due to stigma and institutionalized arrogance.
What I Couldn’t Tell You, One Man’s Struggle with Opioid Addiction,
the journals, is now published and available for anyone to read. 

Larry Levitt is Senior V

Foundation and Senior

duties, he is Co-Execu

and Private Insurance.

Foundation’s online he

Foundation’s communi

Marketplace Project. 

 

Molly Hermann 
Written Off
Documentary

Jane Funk 
Written Off
Documentary

Written Off – A Personal Struggle with Opioids 
Thursday, October 18  |  9:00 am - 10:30 am  |  Regency DEF



As California's gubernatorial race heats up, many are questioning
what lies ahead for public health and health care. Join us as Jennifer
Kent, Director of the California Department of Health Care Services,
and Dr. Karen Smith, Director of the California Department of Public
Health, participate in a dialogue touching on the successes under
Governor Jerry Brown and challenges that lie ahead for the new
Administration.  
 
Governor Brown appointed Jennifer Kent as director of the California
Department of Health Care Services on January 26, 2015. Director
Kent oversees a staff of almost 4,000 individuals at DHCS, which is
responsible for the operation of Medi-Cal, the state’s Medicaid
program. The department manages the spending of more than $100
billion annually in public funds that support the health of more than
13.5 million Californians. 
 
In March 23, 2015, Karen Smith, MD, MPH, was sworn in as director
of the California Department of Public Health and state public health
officer. Dr. Smith is a physician specializing in infectious disease and
public health. Prior to her appointment, Smith served as public health
officer and deputy director at the Napa County Health and Human
Services Agency beginning in 2004. She was also on medical staff for
infectious disease at Queen of the Valley Medical Center in Napa from
2012 to 2014.  

Karen Smith 
California 

Department of
Public Health

A Conversation with State Directors 
Thursday, October 18  |  12:00 pm - 1:30 pm  |  Regency DEF

Jennifer Kent 
California

Department of
Health Care

Services



Garen J. Wintemute, MD, MPH, is a pioneer in the field of injury
epidemiology and firearm violence prevention. As an emergency room
physician and director of the University of California, Davis Violence
Prevention Research Program and University of California Firearm
Violence Research Center, Wintemute will detail forthcoming data on
violence – from suicide to interpersonal violence to mass shootings.
Given that the public health approach to violence is a CHEAC
organizational priority, Wintemute will present potential strategies and
opportunities for LHDs to prevent and control injury, disability, and
death caused by violence throughout California.  
 
Dr. Wintemute has conducted and published findings from numerous
studies on gun accessibility, connections between gun ownership and
violence, and related topics. He has testified before Congress and
served as a consultant for the National Institute of Justice; the Bureau
of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms; and the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention. 
 
His longstanding commitment to understand the nature of firearm
violence and ts underlying causes has produced a uniquely rich and
informative body of research on firearm violence that directly improves
the health and safety of Americans and has positioned California and
UC Davis as national leaders in efforts to break the cycle of gun
violence. 

Public Health Approach to Violence: Opportunities for California
Local Health Departments 
Thursday, October 18  |  3:00 pm - 4:30 pm  |  Regency DEF 

Garen J.
Wintemute 
University of
California,
Davis



The Challenges of Cannabis Legalization: Year 1 Lessons for California Counties 
CARMEL AB
Lega l i za t i on  o f  adu l t  use  cannab is  i s  one  o f
the  ma jo r  new pub l i c  hea l th  cha l l enges  o f  t he
21s t  cen tu ry .  W i l l  l ega l i za t i on  c rea te  a  new b ig
tobacco  o r  be  a  fo rce  fo r  g rea te r  equ i t y?  Th is
workshop  w i l l  d i scuss  va r ious  imp lemen ta t i on
i ssues .  Jo in  key  exper t s  as  they  d i scuss  the
mode ls  be ing  tes ted  ac ross  Ca l i f o rn ia .

Dynamic Relationships in Local Health Departments: Engaging with Officials and
Governing Bodies 
TAHOE
The ro les  o f  each  the  hea l th  execu t i ve ,  hea l th
o f f i ce r ,  and  the  Board  o f  Superv i so rs  can  be
comp l i ca ted .  Th is  workshop  w i l l  f ea tu re  l oca l
o f f i c i a l s  and  exp lo re  connec t ions  bu i l t  i ns ide
the  l oca l  hea l th  depar tmen t  and  s t ra teg ies  to
be t te r  unders tand  each  o the r ’ s  ro les  and
respons ib i l i t i es .  

Emergency Medical Services Act: 38 Years In 
BIG SUR AB

The  EMS Ac t  was  adop ted  in  1980 ,  c rea t i ng  a
un ique  coun ty -based  regu la to ry  en t i t y  w i th
b road  reach  and  en fo rcemen t  au tho r i t y .  Lea rn
abou t  the  ro le  o f  t he  l oca l  EMS agency ,  t he
po l i t i cs  o f  EMS in  Ca l i f o rn ia ,  and  the  top  EMS
issues  fac ing  Ca l i f o rn ia  coun t ies .  Th is
workshop  w i l l  p rov ide  the  i ns -and-ou ts  o f  t he
w i ld ,  w i l d  wes t  EMS landscape  in  Ca l i f o rn ia .  

Wednesday, October 17 
10:45 am-11:45 am



Ca l i f o rn ia ’ s  popu la t i on  i s  one  o f  t he  mos t  d i ve rse
in  the  na t i on ,  ye t  hea l th  d i spa r i t i es  pe rs i s t  i n  ou r
commun i t i es .  Th is  workshop  w i l l  de ta i l  LHD
ef fo r t s  i n  a l i gn ing  i n te rna l  p rac t i ces  th rough
da ta - in fo rmed  p lann ing ,  de l i be ra te  re f raming  o f
po l i c ies  and  p rocedures ,  and  engag ing  in  the
“ tough  conversa t i ons ”  to  p rope l  o rgan iza t i ona l
cu l tu re  change  and  address  hea l th  and  rac ia l
equ i t y  i n  Ca l i f o rn ia  commun i t i es .   

Hep A Outbreak in San Diego: Preventing Transmission in a Vulnerable Community 
TAHOE
A rap id  esca la t i on  o f  d i sease  cases  in  a
vu lne rab le  popu la t i on  demands  v iew ing  an
ou tb reak  w i th  more  than  jus t  an  ep idemio log ic
lens .  San  D iego  Coun ty  Pub l i c  Hea l th  w i l l
showcase  how they  p layed  a  key  ro le  i n
ou tb reak  m i t i ga t i on  fo r  Hepa t i t i s  A  by
leve rag ing  pa r tne rsh ips  and  tack l i ng  b ig -
p i c tu re  i ssues  to  p ro tec t  t he  hea l th  o f  some o f
San  D iego ’s  mos t  vu lne rab le  res iden ts .

Growing Dollars for Prevention: Revisiting California Strategies 
BIG SUR AB
Ded ica ted  fund ing  fo r  p reven t ion  ac t i v i t i es  i s  on
the  dec l i ne ;  however ,  seve ra l  j u r i sd i c t i ons  a re
f i nd ing  i nnova t i ve  ways  to  genera te  new revenue
and  inc rease  co l l abo ra t i on  ac ross  mu l t i p le
sec to rs  to  add ress  commun i t y  hea l th  i ssues .
Th is  workshop  w i l l  f ea tu re  upda tes  on  loca l  soda
tax  i n i t i a t i ves  and  the  work  o f  CACHI .  

Health Equity from Within: Getting our Own House in Order 
CARMEL AB

Wednesday, October 17 
1:45 pm-2:45 pm



2017  and  2018  saw numerous  na tu ra l  and  human-
genera ted  emergenc ies  ac ross  Ca l i f o rn ia .  Loca l
hea l th  depar tmen t  l eaders  w i l l  a r t i cu la te  the
connec t ions  be tween  hea l th  emergenc ies  and
env i ronmen ta l  j us t i ce  and  exp lo re  ways  to
improve  how loca l  hea l th  depar tmen ts  can
prepare  fo r  and  manage  emerg ing  c r i ses .

Treating the Whole Person: Progress in California's Whole Person Care Pilots 
TAHOE
Cal i f o rn ia ’ s  Sec t ion  1115  ‘Med i -Ca l  2020 ’  Wa ive r
c rea ted  a  new oppor tun i t y  to  improve  the  hea l th
and  we l l -be ing  o f  Med i -Ca l  bene f i c ia r i es  th rough
more  robus t  and  in tens i ve  ca re  coo rd ina t i on
th rough  Who le  Person  Care .  The  workshop  w i l l
f ea tu re  p resen ta t i ons  f rom key  p i l o t s ,
h igh l i gh t i ng  the i r  cha l l enges  and  successes  to
da te ,  l essons  lea rned ,  and  though ts  a round
sus ta inab i l i t y .

Stemming the Rising Tide of Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Local
Health Department Innovations in STD Prevention and Control 
BIG SUR AB
For  the  th i rd  yea r  i n  a  row ,  Ca l i f o rn ia  has
rea l i zed  a  reco rd  i nc rease  in  STD ra tes .  Desp i te
these  r i s ing  s ta tew ide  numbers ,  p romis ing
s t ra teg ies  have  been  imp lemen ted  in  j u r i sd i c t i ons
th roughou t  the  s ta te .  STD exper t s  f rom LHDs  w i l l
de ta i l  l oca l  i nnova t ions  i n  capac i t y  bu i l d ing ,
tes t i ng  and  sc reen ing ,  and  l i nkages  to  ca re  to
p reven t  and  con t ro l  t he  sp read  o f  STDs .  

Environmental Justice and Crisis Management 
CARMEL AB

Wednesday, October 17 
3:00 pm-4:00 pm



Addressing Adverse Childhood Experiences 
CARMEL AB
In California, awareness and discussions around
adverse childhood experiences (ACEs) continue to
increase; however, many sectors are still grappling with
what can be done to prevent and address ACEs. This
workshop will highlight examples of local efforts to
prevent ACEs and build resilience in our communities.

Combatting California’s Opioid Epidemic 
TAHOE
While opioid overdoses are still a challenge in
California, the rates of opioid overdoses in our state
remain less than the national average. This workshop
will feature an overview of the landscape as it relates to
opioid disorders in California and will highlight state and
local responses to the opioid crisis.

Making Sense of the Dollars and Cents: CHEAC Fiscal Forum Meeting 
BIG SUR AB
The CHEAC Fiscal Forum, consisting of LHD fiscal managers and staff, will convene for its
quarterly meeting to discuss fiscal and budgetary matters facing LHDs throughout California.  

Thursday, October 18 
1:45 pm-2:45 pm

CHEAC Small County
Committee Meeting 
 
 
CARMEL AB

CHEAC Suburban Local
Health Department
Roundtable  
 
TAHOE

CHEAC Urban Local
Health Department
Roundtable 
 
BIG SUR AB

Thursday, October 18 
10:45 am-11:45 am





Persimmony is a cutting edge software
company dedicated to the success of

programs for the public good, through the
application of its paradigm breaking software

tools.  
 

Our convenient, efficient, user-friendly case
management software is trusted and endorsed

by Public Health departments and First 5
programs throughout California.  

 
Partnership with Persimmony empowers a

successful pathway to Federal
Reimbursement funds while insuring

consistent audit ready status. 



Wireless Internet Information 
Network: @Hyatt_Meetings 

Password: cheac2018 


